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of Alchemy ''a portentous development of the confi-
dence trick;3 and our knowledge of the starry sky been
arrived at through the superstitious idealism of As-
trology looking for men's fate In the depths of the
Infinite? Here megalomania on a colossal scale.
Yet, solemn fooling for solemn fooling of the scientific
order9 I prefer the kind that does not lay itself out to
thrive on the fears and the cupidities of men.

From that point of view geography is the most blame-
less of sciences.    Its fabulous phase never aimed at
cheating simple mortals fwho are a multitude) out of
their peace of mind or their money.   At tiie most it
has enticed some of them away from their homes; to
death may be, now and then to a little disputed glory,
not seldom to contumely, never to high fortune.    The
greatest   of   them   all,   who   lias   presented   modern
geography with a new world to work upon, was at one
time  loaded   with  chains   and   thrown   into   prison.
Columbus remains a pathetic figure, not a sufferer in
the cause of geography, but a victim of the imper-
fections of jealous human hearts, accepting his fate with
resignation.   Among explorers he appears lofty in his
troubles and like a man of a kingly nature.   His contri-
bution to the knowledge of the earth was certainly
royal.   And if the discovery of America was the oc-
casion  of the greatest  outburst  of reckless  cruelty
and greed known to history we may say this at least for
it, that the gold of Mexico and Peru, unlike the gold of
alchemists, was really there, palpable, yet, as ever, the
most elusive of the Fata Morgana that lure men away
from their homes, as a moment of reflection will con-
vince any one.   For nothing is more certain than
that there will never be enough gold to go round, as
the Conquistadores found out by experience.

I suppose it is not very charitable of me, but I must